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helping to find him those medals, and 
they were, Mr. Speaker, the World War 
II Victory Medal, the Combat Infantry 
Badge 1st Award, the Honorable Serv-
ices Lapel Button, the World War II 
Parachutist Badge, the Purple Heart, 
and the Bronze Star. 

We thank Private McClammy for his 
service. We thank him for being a good 
American. We thank him for his serv-
ice. 

As Shakespeare wrote many years 
ago about the band of brothers: ‘‘From 
this day to the ending of the world, but 
we in it shall be remembered—We few, 
we happy few, we band of brothers.’’ 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
KUHL of New York). Under a previous 
order of the House, the gentleman from 
Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is recognized for 
5 minutes. 

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. TIAHRT) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. TIAHRT addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

UNITED NATIONS REFORM 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. GARRETT) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. Mr. 
Speaker, as we approach the 60th anni-
versary of the United Nations, it is ap-
propriate that we look at its original 
mission and evaluate whether the 
United Nations has accomplished what 
it was set out to do. 

The U.N. charter states in part that 
its purpose is to maintain inter-
national peace and security; to develop 
friendly relations among Nations; to 
achieve cooperation; and to promote 
and encourage respect for human 
rights. But, unfortunately, if we look 
at the U.N.’s record on these issues, we 
see that they have failed on every ac-
count. 

Firstly, the U.N. has not maintained 
international peace and security. In 
fact, since 1945 there have been over 300 
wars and over 22 million people have 
died in those wars. The only two times 
that the U.N. has ever supported inter-
vening to stop hostilities was the Ko-
rean War, when the Soviet Union had 
boycotted the Security Council meet-
ing, and the first Persian Gulf War. 

In fact, the biggest threat to the civ-
ilized world today is terrorism, and the 
U.N. has failed throughout its exist-
ence to develop a clear definition of 
what terrorism is even. 

Another main mission of the U.N. is 
to promote and encourage human 
rights and equal rights throughout the 
world. The U.N. Commission on Human 
Rights is the primary body to get that 
job done. 

However, such countries as Cuba, 
Sudan and China, all of which have 
long histories of violating human 
rights, sit on that commission. In fact, 
several years ago, Libya, with its ter-
rible human rights record, was selected 
to serve as chairman of that human 
rights commission. 

In regards to the U.N. fulfilling its 
mission of solving international prob-
lems of an economic, social and cul-
tural character, recent reports by the 
Heritage Foundation, the Freedom 
House, and The Wall Street Journal all 
indicated that a majority of the na-
tions that are in the U.N. are neither 
politically nor economically free na-
tions. 

These general problems with the 
unaccountability of the U.N. lead me 
to one of the biggest problems and big-
gest scandals in the history of the U.N. 
and that is the Oil-for-Food scandal. 

Right after the first Gulf War, this 
was put in place. The Oil-for-Food pro-
gram was created to help those people 
in that country get the food and sup-
plies that they needed. However, Sad-
dam Hussein used the money to ad-
vance his own weapons and military 
programs as the poor people continued 
to be plagued by starvation and dis-
ease. 

By allowing the corrupt Saddam Hus-
sein regime to manipulate the Oil-for- 
Food program and bribe officials from 
other countries around the world, more 
than $21 billion was stolen by Hussein 
at the very expense of the people that 
the program was designed to help, the 
Iraqi poor. 

The U.N. has continuously denied ac-
cess to the papers that would help us to 
get to the bottom of this. That is per-
haps one of the most troubling prob-
lems with the Oil-for-Food program, 
the lack of cooperation by the U.N., 
lack of cooperation to help us all get to 
the bottom of what really went on. 
They have denied us access to papers, 
and they have also denied us access to 
the people who were involved and 
shielded them from responsibility. 

The U.N. claims to be addressing 
these concerns by establishing the 
Volker Commission to investigate the 
allegations. However, it has been stat-
ed by a member that Volker has close 
ties to the U.N. and also to Secretary 
General Annan, as well as other con-
flicts. He has been accused of down- 
playing Kofi Annan’s involvement in 
the scandal in his most recent interim 
report, and it was just 2 weeks ago that 
two of his top investigators on that 
very commission resigned because they 
felt that the report was too soft on 
Annan. 

Volker is continuing to block con-
gressional investigations by demanding 
that those committees return relevant 
documents and not allowing the inves-
tigators that resigned to testify before 
Congress. 

I think that this behavior by the U.N. 
and its investigating committee is to-
tally indefensible and cannot be toler-
ated. Kofi Annan’s complete lack of hu-

mility, contrition, and acknowledge-
ment of any wrongdoing should be dis-
appointing to the entire world; and it 
is for that reason that I support sus-
pending all U.S. funding to the U.N. 
until they agree to cooperate fully 
with the ongoing investigations into 
the Oil-for-Food scandal. 

Another ongoing scandal at the U.N. 
that has not received as much press is 
the human rights violations in the 
Congo. U.N. peacekeepers in the Congo 
stand accused of committing 150 major 
human rights violations. They are ac-
cused of raping and forcing prostitu-
tion on hundreds of refugees, many of 
them children. These barbaric acts 
raise serious questions of the ability of 
U.N. oversight on their very own peace-
keepers. 

The United States has contributed 
over $750 million towards that Congo 
peacekeeping mission since 2000. So the 
U.S. taxpayers at home, I believe, 
should know where their money is 
going and should know that the U.N. is 
doing its job to make sure that the 
people over there are protected. 

All these problems that I have men-
tioned just now lead back to the very 
point that I am trying to make here to-
night, that there is a lack of oversight 
and accountability by an international 
body that claims to represent the 
moral conscience of the world, and this 
should not be tolerated. As the largest 
financial contributor to the United Na-
tions in the world, the United States is 
the one country in the best position to 
demand these reforms. 

Tomorrow, we are expecting an ex-
tremely important vote to take place 
on the other side of the Capitol. A vote 
‘‘yes’’ there will be a vote for U.N. re-
form, but a vote ‘‘no’’ will be a vote 
against U.N. reform. I certainly hope 
that that other body will vote in favor 
of U.N. reform. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Iowa (Mr. KING) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. KING of Iowa addressed the 
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. FRANKS) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. FRANKS of Arizona addressed 
the House. His remarks will appear 
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.) 

f 

SOCIAL SECURITY REFORM 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2005, the gentlewoman from 
Kentucky (Mrs. NORTHUP) is recognized 
for 60 minutes as the designee of the 
majority leader. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mrs. NORTHUP. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
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